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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SREF 

SUBJECT: POLITICAL ASYLUM REQUEST OF "KMT WAR CRIMINAL" 
TUAN KO-WEN 

REE: A. HONG KONG 7331 

B. TAIPEI 2423 

C. TAIPEI 2255 

1. WE HAVE HAD VERY FEW EXCHANGES WITH GROC ON THIS ISSUE 
OVER THE PAST TWO AND A HALE MONTHS. PREMIER CHIANG 
CHING-KUO AND EOREIGN MINISTER SHEN CHANG-HUAN EARLY ON 
TOLD US IN UNMISTAKABLE TERMS THE ROC WOULD NOT 
PERMIT THE MEN TO COME TO TAIWAN (REF B AND REF C). 

THESE OFEICIALS WERE PERSUADED THAT (1) ALLOWING A 
VISIT HERE WOULD NO DOUBT BE MISINTERPRETED AS A STEP 
TOWARD OPENING OF CONTACTS AND (2) 

IF ANY CHOSE TO REMAIN HERE, IT WOULD 
BE CHARGED THAT THEY WERE BEING KEPT AGAINST 
THEIR WILL. IE THEY RETURNED TO THE MAINLAND AFTER A 
VISIT HERE, THE PRC WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY EXPLOIT THEM FOR 
PROPAGANDA PURPOSES. 
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2. THE CROC APPEARS TO BE CONVINCED THAT IN THIS "HEADS 
YOU WIN, TAILS I LOSE" PROPAGANDA ENGAGEMENT WITH PRC, 

THE SAFEST COURSE IS TO TOUGH IT OUT AND HOPE IT WILL 
EADE AWAY. UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES, IN OUR EXCHANGES 
WE HAVE LIMITED OUR COMMENTS TO POINTING OUT THAT THE 
ROC WAS BEING PUT COMPLETELY ON THE DEEENSE AND WAS 
TAKING A PROPAGANDA BEATING. IN ANY CASE, WE FEEL 

THAT ON ISSUE OF THIS NATURE ANY REPRESENTATIONS WE MIGHT 
MAKE WOULD HAVE LITTLE OR NO IMPACT AND WOULD PROBABLY 
BE RESENTED. 

3. SHOULD USG DECIDE RESPOND FAVORABLY TO TUAN'S REQUEST, 
THE ROC, IN VIEW OE ITS MOST UNCOMEORTABLE AND UNHAPPY 
POSITION IN CURRENT STATE OF PLAY, MIGHT, IN FACT, ACCEPT 
WITH SOME RELIEF USG DECISION TO PERMIT TUAN (AND ANY OE 
OTHER EX-POW'S) TO PROCEED TO US, THUS PUTTING AN END 
HOPEEULLY TO A VERY UNPLEASANT AEEAIR IN WHICH ITS POSITION 
IS PUBLICLY INDEEENSIBLE. NO DOUBT THE LOCAL PRESS WOULD 
CRITICIZE SUCH A MOVE AS "EALLING EOR A COMMUNIST TRICK," 

BUT WE WOULD NOT EXPECT STRONG CONDEMNATION NOR FOR VERY 
LONG. 

4. HOWEVER, IF A DECISION IS TAKEN TO ACCEPT TUAN, EMBASSY 
SHOULD BE GIVEN OPPORTUNITY TO INEORM THE GROC IN ADVANCE. 
WE CONSIDER IT UNLIKELY, BUT IT IS JUST POSSIBLE THAT 

SUCH A MOVE MIGHT PRECIPITATE THE RECONSIDERATION OF 
THE CONSISTENTLY NEGATIVE POSITION THE ROC HAS TAKEN 
UP TO NOW (THERE IS SOME EVIDENCE THAT SOME ELEMENTS 
OE ROC DO NOT AGREE WITH CURRENT "HARD LINE " ON THIS 
PARTICULAR ISSUE). ALSO, NOT TO WARN THEM IN ADVANCE 
WOULD SEEM NEEDLESSLY DISCOURTEOUS AND EVEN PROVOCATIVE. 
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